August 25, 2004
Dear _______,  


I have done a little research into this “brothers of Jesus” issue that you brought to me.  Here are a few things I’ve found.  In John 19:25 it says, “Standing by the cross of Jesus were His mother and His mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene.”  Some people take this to be 4 Mary’s, others think it’s referring to 3 Mary’s.  I believe 3 is correct.  In some of the ancient texts of the Bible, Christ’s mother was called “Miriam” and her sister was called “Maria.”  Over time, they both got translated into “Mary.”  So, Christ’s mother Mary also has a sister named Mary.  So to help distinguish between the two, the sister is associated with her husband, Cleophas.  


Now Cleophas appears to be Joseph’s brother.  That means that two brothers married two sisters.  Joseph married “Miriam” who gave birth to our Lord, and Cleophas married “Maria.”  Jesus was the son of “Miriam” and stepson of Joseph, and James was the son of Cleophas and “Maria.”  This is why James was called Christ’s brother, because of the close family tie.  Technically, James was Christ’s cousin.  But there were many guys named “James” at the time of Christ, so this particular James was called the brother of Jesus to distinguish him from the others.  We believe it is James, the “brother” of Christ who wrote the book called “James.”  

Now, as far as Jesus having other brothers or sisters from his step-father Joseph and his mother Mary(Miriam).  The bible doesn’t say.  However, this nonsense about Mary remaining a virgin even after Jesus was born is ridiculous and also a rejection of God’s holy purpose for marriage.  There is no reason to believe that Joseph was made to be celibate after Jesus was born just to keep Mary “pure.”  Sex within marriage is not “impure.”  It is a holy purpose God has given to marriage.  To abstain for the life of the marriage, now that would have been the ungodly thing to do.  So I believe that if Mary was still capable of bearing children, she most definitely had more.  Whether they were boys or girls we’ll never know.  

 I’ve included an excerpt from some of Luther’s writings on the back, but I think you’ll find them rather complicated to understand.  Basically, what I’ve already said summarizes what he says here.  Thanks for the interest—I’ve never looked into this before, so it was a learning experience for me too!  Pastor Wollman 

Luther says: 

Concerning this James, whom the people commonly call James the Less, Eusebius says in the first chapter of the second book of his Ecclesiastical History that he was called the brother of the Lord because he was the son of Joseph, who was esteemed as if he were Christ’s father. St. Jerome quotes this statement in his book On Illustrious Men, but he disagrees with it.﻿44﻿ He says: “In the opinion of some, James was the son of Joseph by another wife; but in my opinion he was the son of Mary, the sister of the Lord’s mother, of whom John makes mention in his Gospel.” For John says (19:25): “Standing by the cross of Jesus were His mother and His mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene.” Likewise Mark 15:40: “Among whom were Mary Magdalene and Mary, the mother of James the Less and of Joses, and Salome.” Matt. 27:56 agrees with this: “Among whom were Mary Magdalene and Mary, the mother of James and of Joses, and the mother of the sons of Zebedee.” From these statements one gathers that James’s Mary and Cleophas’ Mary are the same person, namely, the sister of the Virgin Mary, that she is called Cleophas’ Mary on account of her husband but James’s Mary on account of her son, and that she is also the mother of Simon and Judas. For in the third book of his Ecclesiastical History Eusebius says that Cleophas was the brother of Joseph and that for this reason Simon was called the Lord’s cousin.﻿45﻿ Furthermore, Mark 6:3 seems to say this very plainly: “Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, the brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon?” So those people are obviously in error who have invented a third Mary, whom they call Salome’s Mary. For Salome is a woman’s name; and the one whom Mark calls Salome, Matthew calls the mother of the sons of Zebedee. But that there were only two Marys, namely, Mary Magdalene and James’s Mary, is sufficiently proved by the fact that Matthew usually calls James’s Mary “the other Mary” (28:1).

But let us put an end to this tedious business and take it that this James is called the Lord’s brother—that is, a son of the Lord’s foster father’s brother or rather a son of His mother’s sister—in order to distinguish him from the others who are called James. For all state that among Christ’s disciples there were several named James. And though St. Jerome, in his book Against Helvidius, says with regard to this passage that James was called the Lord’s brother on account of a similarity in virtue and wisdom rather than according to the flesh,﻿46﻿ still the view which has been adduced above and is taken from the writings of distinguished men is more satisfactory.
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