How are we to be saved?

Acts 16:30-33

30 He then brought them out and asked, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?"

 31 They replied, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved-- you and your household."

 32 Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his house.

 33 At that hour of the night the jailer took them and washed their wounds; then immediately he and all his family were baptized.

Mark 16:16

16 Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.

How does a life of faith change us?

Ephesians 2:1-10

1 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins,

 2 in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.

 3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath.

 4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy,

 5 made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions-- it is by grace you have been saved.

 6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus,

 7 in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.

 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith-- and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God--

 9 not by works, so that no one can boast.

 10 For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.

What do these good works look like?  How do we know what to do? Now that we are forgiven, does a forgiven heart desire to do anything contrary to God’s will?

Galatians 5:13-14

13 You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love.

 14 The entire law is summed up in a single command: "Love your neighbor as yourself."

But can’t we love Jesus and receive His forgiveness, and continue in a way of living that He is opposed to?  After all, won’t he forgive me?

John 14:14-15

14 You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.

 15 [But]"If you love me, you will obey what I command.

And what does he command in regards to adultery and living together without marriage?

1Cor.6:9-10

9 Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders

 10 nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.

Hebrews 13:4

4 Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral.

Proverbs 22:14

14 The mouth of an adulteress is a deep pit; he who is under the LORD's wrath will fall into it.

Colossians 3:5-7

5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry.

 6 Because of these, the wrath of God is coming.

 7 You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived.

Galatians 5:16-18

16 So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature.

 17 For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want.

 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law.

1Thessalonians 4:3-6

3 It is God's will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual immorality;

 4 that each of you should learn to control his own body in a way that is holy and honorable,

 5 not in passionate lust like the heathen, who do not know God;

 6 and that in this matter no one should wrong his brother or take advantage of him. The Lord will punish men for all such sins, as we have already told you and warned you.
John 14:15  "If you love me, you will obey what I command.

1Peter 5:8-9

8 Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.

 9 Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings.

Ezekiel 18:21-22

21 "But if a wicked man turns away from all the sins he has committed and keeps all my decrees and does what is just and right, he will surely live; he will not die.

 22 None of the offenses he has committed will be remembered against him. Because of the righteous things he has done, he will live.
