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The Mennonites and Saving Faith, in Their Own Words

(Comments made in italics) by: Pastor Andrew Wollman--LCMS
The Dordrecht Confession, points V and VI: 

V. Of the Law of Christ, i.e., the Holy Gospel or the New Testament 

We also believe and confess that before His ascension He instituted His New Testament, and, since it was to be and remain an eternal Testament, that He confirmed and sealed the same with His precious blood, and gave and left it to His disciples, yea, charged them so highly with it, that neither angel nor man may alter it, nor add to it nor take away from it; and that He caused the same, as containing the whole counsel and will of His heavenly Father, as far as is necessary for salvation to be proclaimed in His name by His beloved apostles, messengers, and ministers-whom He called, chose, and sent into all the world for that purpose-among all peoples, nations, and tongues; and repentance and remission of sins to be preached and testified of; and that He accordingly has therein declared all men without distinction, who through faith, as obedient children, heed, follow, and practice what the same contains, to be His children and lawful heirs; thus excluding no one from the precious inheritance of eternal salvation, except the unbelieving and disobedient, the stiff-necked and obdurate, who despise it, and incur this through their own sins, thus making themselves unworthy of eternal life. Jer. 31:31; Heb. 9:15-17; Matt. 26:28; Gal. 1:8; I Tim. 6:3; John 15:15; Matt. 28:19; Mark 16:15; Luke 24:47; Rom. 8:17; Acts 13:46. 

While I am glad to see and read much of what this statement says, the underlined portion brings pause for doubt.  It says essentially that heeding, following, and practicing plays a role in whether or not God calls us His children.  I wonder whether I heed, follow, and practice often enough.  To what extent must I heed, follow, and practice?  7 days a week?  5?  10 months a year?  8?  12 hours a day? 9?  Would Paul, who called himself the “chief of sinners” be able to live up to this definition of a “lawful heir”?   This is a good example of how Mennonites tend to confuse justification and sanctification.  While they claim quite adamantly that we are most assuredly saved by faith alone in Christ alone, they also link works so closely to salvation as to make such works necessary for salvation rather than a result thereof. Although obedience does follow faith, faith does not equal obedience; faith is trust in Christ’s obedience.  
VI. Of Repentance and Reformation of Life 

We believe and confess, that, since the imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth, and, therefore, prone to all unrighteousness, sin, and wickedness, the first lesson of the precious New Testament of the Son of God is repentance and reformation of life, and that, therefore, those who have ears to hear, and hearts to understand, must bring forth genuine fruits of repentance, reform their lives, believe the Gospel, eschew evil and do good, desist from unrighteousness, forsake sin, put off the old man with his deeds, and put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness: for, neither baptism, supper, church [membership], nor any other outward ceremony, can without faith, regeneration, change or renewing of life, avail anything to please God or to obtain of Him any consolation or promise of salvation; but we must go to God with an upright heart, and in perfect faith, and believe in Jesus Christ, as the Scripture says, and testifies of Him; through which faith we obtain forgiveness of sins, are sanctified, justified, and made children of God, yea, partake of His mind, nature, and image, as being born again of God from above, through incorruptible seed. Gen. 8:21; Mark 1:15; Ezek. 12:2; Col. 3:9, 10; Eph. 4:22, 24; Heb. 10:22, 23; John 7:38. 


Again, the list of what I MUST DO is overwhelming to me.  I don’t bring forth “genuine fruits of repentance,” repentance is a gift of God(Acts 11:18) given to people who have already been given heaven.   If I bring forth “genuine fruits of repentance” it is because God is accomplishing this in me and I am already saved, not because I want to be or am trying to be.  Hebrews 11:6 and Romans 14:23b will suffice here.  

Holy Scripture says, “No one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit,” and yet here I am told that I must believe the Gospel as if I have been born with the power to do so all on my own apart from God.  I must also “eschew evil and do good.”  How much must I eschew?  And how much good must I do to be considered worthy of the “promise of salvation”?  5 hours a day?  4 days a week?  And how many sins do I have to forsake?  All of them?  Most of them?  Many of them?  Some of them?  A few?  What if I fail to forsake however many I’m supposed to?  Am I still saved?  And how can I go to God with an upright heart if I don’t have one?  I’m certainly not born with one!  And if God gives me one, then I am already saved before I ever “go to Him” because He has come to me.  Our Mennonite brethren have seriously confused Law and Gospel via a confusion of Sanctification and Justification.   
The following comes from the Conservative Mennonite Conference’s website: Statement of Theology (cmcrosedale.org)

Salvation
Salvation is a free gift of God's grace based on the work of Jesus Christ (the shedding of His blood on the cross, His resurrection and present intercessory ministry) and the ministry of the Holy Spirit. Those who receive God's gift of salvation by faith become children of God, justified in their relationship to God, sanctified in their walk and work, and secure in an ongoing faith expressed and fostered by obedience to Christ. 22 Justification is extended to all people in regard to Adamic guilt 23 and by personal repentance and faith in Jesus Christ and His provision in regard to personal guilt.

Rom. 6:23, Rom. 10:9,10, Phil. 1:6, Acts 2:38, Eph. 2:8-10, John 1:12, Gal. 4:4-7, Eph. 4:23,24, I Peter 1:5, I John 2:4-6, Col. 1:22,23, Rom. 5:1,12-21, James 2:14-26
Once again, the beginning is stated very well, directly in accord with Holy Scriptures.  But nowhere, not even in the Scriptures cited, does God say that “justification is extended to people in regard to their personal repentance.”  Repentance is always a fruit of faith.  To put it another way, repentance ONLY comes from those who are already justified.  So there can be no “extending justification” to those who repent, for repentance apart from justification is worthless.  The way it is worded here makes repentance rather than a gift from God as He states in Acts 11:18 and a fruit of faith, it rather makes it out to be a work of man which he must do in order to be saved.  This means that Christ lied when He said “It is finished.”  
The Mennonites in no way desire to make Christ a liar; I believe they love their Lord very much.  But due to their misunderstanding and confusion of justification and sanctification, that unfortunately is what their faulty statement does.

The following is from the Mennonite Confession of Faith (1963)
ARTICLE 4. MAN AND HIS SIN
We believe that God created man sinless and holy, and subjected man to a moral test as a means of bringing him to full spiritual maturity. Man yielded, however, to the temptation of Satan and by willful disobedience to God failed to maintain that holy condition in which he had been created. This sin brought depravity and death to the race. Although men are sinners by nature because of Adam's fall, they are not guilty of his sin. Those who perish eternally do so only because of their own sin. The most grievous sin is the stubborn refusal to acknowledge Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord.  As a fallen creature man is self-centered, self-willed, rebellious toward God, unwilling to yield to Christ, unable to break with sin, and under divine judgment.

We believe that children are born with a nature which will manifest itself as sinful as they mature. When they come to know themselves to be responsible to God, they must repent and believe in Christ in order to be saved. Before the age when children are accountable to God, their sins are atoned for through the sacrifice of Christ. Jesus Himself assured us that children are in the kingdom of God.

Romans 5:12 disagrees vehemently with the first underlined portion.  “Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned.”  We are indeed born guilty of Adam’s sin.  To be born a sinner means to be born guilty, not to mention lost, hopeless, and damned.  How in the world could I have sin within me and not be guilty of it?  Or, to put it another way, how could I have sin in me and it not condemn me to hell?  All sin is condemning.  Man is guilty because of a condition inherited from Adam.  The wages of sin-the-condition is death.  We are born to die.  From the moment we are conceived, we begin to die.  That is because we have the condition called sin, not because we have actually yet committed any actions called sin.
This is the basis for the problem with their whole false doctrine of “the age of accountability” which exists nowhere in Scripture.  Mennonites teach their children that when they finally do come to this so-called age, they are required to do something in order to be saved.  It can’t be any more clearer than that.  This is blatant works-righteousness.  Which, by the way, they adamantly deny elsewhere.  
If Mennonites understood repentance as something that God gives us; that it is generated by and through Him, then perhaps we could be generous here and simply call this poor wording.  But historically, Mennonites have not made this distinction.  
Rather, they make repentance to be an act of man that he must do in order to be saved.  Again, if I do not already have faith, and am not already saved, why in the world would I ever repent to a God I don’t believe in or trust to forgive me?  And if I am repenting to a God whom I trust to forgive me, then that means I have faith and I am already saved before I ever utter one word or even conjure the thought of repentance.
ARTICLE 6. SALVATION BY GRACE THROUGH FAITH
We believe that men are saved, not by character, law, good works, or ceremonies, but by the grace of God. The merits of the death and resurrection of Christ are adequate for the salvation of all men, are offered to all, and are intended for all. Salvation is appropriated by faith in Christ. From all eternity God knew who would be the believers in Christ, and these persons foreknown as believers are elect according to the foreknowledge of God.  Those who repent and believe in Christ as Saviour and Lord receive the gift of righteousness, are born again, and are adopted into the family of God.  Saving faith involves the giving of the self to Christ, a full surrender of the will, a confident trust in Him, a joyful obedience to His Word as a faithful disciple, and an attitude of love to all men. It is the privilege of every believer to have the assurance of salvation. The God who saves is also able to keep each believer unto a happy end in Christ. As long as the believer lives, he stands in need of the forgiveness, cleansing, and grace of Christ.

John 3:16; 10:27-29; Romans 4; Ephesians 2:8-10; I Peter 1:2; I John 1:8-10; 5:13; Jude 24.

So that I won’t beat a dead horse, I will skip past the first underlined phrase that makes repentance out to be a work of man.  Instead, let’s consider how a rewording of almost the exact same words of that sentence would make it in accord with God’s will and purpose.  “Those who receive the gift of righteousness and are born again into the family of God will repent and believe in Christ as Saviour.”  This puts faith where it belongs: first.  The fruits of faith then follow.  They don’t however, contribute to salvation.  They simply are there much like a living apple tree produces apples, but the apples don’t make the tree alive.


Regarding the last three underlined phrases, I ask again, how much of my will is a “full surrender”?  How can I know since I sin constantly and consistently?  And does my obedience always have to be joyful!?  Sometimes I obey quite begrudgingly; does that mean that I might have faith, but not a “saving faith”?  And talk about pressure!  Do I have to have an attitude of love toward ALL men?  Let’s face it, some guys are pretty hard to love!  I’m sure I’m one of those guys at times.  


It’s not that any of these things aren’t good things.  It’s just highlighted here to show how Mennonites repeatedly intertwine Law demands in with Gospel gifts.  Reading this kind of thing brings little or no comfort to anyone.  All it does is make me doubt whether I am indeed good enough to go to heaven.  

ARTICLE 16. DISCIPLESHIP AND NONCONFORMITY
We believe that there are two opposing kingdoms to which men give their spiritual allegiance, that of Christ and that of Satan. Those who belong to Satan's kingdom live for sin and self, and refuse the obedience of faith. The kingdom of Christ is composed of those who have been born again and who have entered into a faith union with the Lord Jesus Christ. In them the fruit of the Spirit is in evidence. They recognize the lordship of Christ, and perform all manner of good works. They seek for holiness of heart, life, and speech, and refuse any unequal yoke with unbelievers. They manifest only love toward those of other races, cultures, and economic levels. They regard their bodies as temples of the Holy Spirit and crucify their flesh with its affections and lusts. They therefore avoid such things as harmful drugs, beverage alcohol, and tobacco. We believe that their adornment should be a beauty of spirit, expressed in attire that is modest, economical, simple, and becoming to those professing Christian faith. They should seek to be Christian in their stewardship of money and possessions. Their recreational life should be consistent with the Christian walk. Through the Spirit they should put off the old man and put on the new.

Matthew 7:13, 14; Luke 9:23-26; Romans 12:1, 2; I Corinthians 6:12, 19; II Corinthians 6:14-18; Galatians 5:22-24; Ephesians 4:20-32; Colossians 1:13; I Timothy 2:9, 10; 1 Peter 3:3, 4.


In Article 16 above, one is led to conclude that either you give your allegiance to Satan or to Christ. In a sense this is true insofar as our obedience goes, but not insofar as our being goes.   Paul is very clear that after we are converted into believers, we have allegiance to both kingdoms.  “The good that I want to do, I don’t do; the evil that I don’t want to do; that I do.”  The battle for every Christian is to serve God rather than self, but it is never a perfect or even nearly perfect battle.  The evil side wins out more than we care to admit.  

In addition, where does Scripture mandate avoiding alcohol?  It certainly condemns the abuse of it, but not the use of it, lest our Lord sinned repeatedly as He drank it.  And where is the mandate that our attire is to be modest?  And by whose definition?  And economical?  That word changes from year to year, society to society, family to family based upon income.  What I think is simple attire may not agree with your taste or definition at all.  Therefore, how can I possibly live up to these Pharisaic laws?  And why should I, if our Lord didn’t mandate them?  

Again, this section is mentioned to point out the overemphasis the Mennonites give to the law.  While they often write the Gospel down correctly, and say it out loud with great clarity, they come along with their law demands of repentance of certain types of clothing or drink and give us a gospel like that of the Judaizers which Paul said in the end  was no Gospel at all (Gal 1:6-9).

The following is from the Global Anabaptist Mennonite Encyclopedia Online(gameo.org)
	Salvation


The basic elements of the historical teaching of the Christian church on salvation are reiterated by the Anabaptists: that all people have sinned in Adam and are therefore unworthy of the favor of God; that through the death of Christ the way of salvation is provided for all; that the way of salvation is effective only if and when individuals respond appropriately. If there is a major divergence theologically between Anabaptists and other Christians, it focuses on the way in which Anabaptists generally understand the last of these elements, the human response.
The author goes on to say that the Mennonites understand our response as a “part of faith,” thereby trying to avoid the error of works-righteousness.  But while it might be so that our response could be considered “part of faith,” it is not part of salvation in the sense that our response has to be a certain way in order to be saved. 
Again, it’s the confusion of justification and sanctification.  God alone justifies with no help from us.  He saves us by the power of the Gospel.  If we respond as He wishes, then it is because He has brought about that response in us.  It is not He doing his thing, then waiting for us to rightly do ours.  That is works-righteousness.  It is He doing his thing repeatedly within us, so that He receives all the credit for all that we do in faith.
Article 8 below is from the Mennonite Church USA website.  

Article 8. Salvation

We believe that, through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, God offers salvation from sin and a new way of life to all people. We receive God's salvation when we repent of sin and accept Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. In Christ, we are reconciled with God and brought into the reconciling community of God's people. We place our faith in God that, by the same power that raised Christ from the dead, we may be saved from sin to follow Christ in this life and to know the fullness of salvation in the age to come.

From the beginning, God has acted with grace and mercy to bring about salvation--through signs and wonders, by delivering God's people, and by making a covenant with Israel. [1] God so loved the world that, in the fullness of time, God sent his Son, whose faithfulness unto death on the cross has provided the way of salvation for all people. [2] By his blood shed for us, Christ inaugurated the new covenant. [3] He heals us, forgives our sins, and delivers us from the bondage of evil and from those who do evil against us. [4] By his death and resurrection, he breaks the powers of sin and death, [5] cancels our debt of sin, [6] and opens the way to new life. 7 We are saved by God's grace, not by our own merits. [8]
When we hear the good news of the love of God, the Holy Spirit moves us to accept the gift of salvation. God brings us into right relationship without coercion. Our response includes yielding to God's grace, placing full trust in God alone, repenting of sin, turning from evil, joining the fellowship of the redeemed, and showing forth the obedience of faith in word and deed. [9] When we who once were God's enemies are reconciled with God through Christ, we also experience reconciliation with others, especially within the church. [10] In baptism we publicly testify to our salvation and pledge allegiance to the one true God and to the people of God, the church. As we experience grace and the new birth, we are adopted into the family of God and become more and more transformed into the image of Christ. [11] We thus respond in faith to Christ and seek to walk faithfully in the way of Christ.

We believe that the salvation we already experience is but a foretaste of the salvation yet to come, when Christ will vanquish sin and death, and the redeemed will live in eternal communion with God.

Here finally, we find a branch of Mennonites who have begun to word things more in connection to the truth of Scripture.  The first underlined phrase says the same thing as the rest of the sources cited in this paper: “We receive God’s salvation when WE repent of sin and [WE] accept Jesus Christ as Savior.”  This by itself is incorrect, however the underlined phrase which begins the third paragraph saves the day: “When we hear the good news of the love of God, the Holy Spirit moves us to accept the gift of salvation.”  Although this could be understood to still mean that it is man’s action of “accepting,” this is a great deal better than anything else I could find written by a Mennonite source.  
However, that being said, while the above quote was recommended by a local minister who belongs to the Mennonite Church USA, so was the following given to me by the same source in the form of a pamphlet entitled, “Confession of Faith in a Mennonite Perspective.”  

Point # 8.  We believe that, through Jesus Christ, God offers salvation from sin and a new way of life.  We receive God’s salvation when we repent and accept Jesus as Savior and Lord…”

The above embolding and underlining are mine.  They point out that while in one place the Mennonites seem to begin to “get it right,” in another source used by the same conference(The Lutheran equivalent to synod) they muck it up again.  Apparently, God only offers salvation, but we must do something to acquire it.  The truth of Scripture is that God has won salvation already for all people.  He does not offer it in the sense that we must be active in grabbing hold of it, but rather He offers it in the sense that we passively receive it by His grace.  Some end up rejecting this gift and we don’t know why because God never told us why some are saved and others are not.  But only that if we are indeed saved it is solely because the power of God’s Word has converted us by His grace.  Mennonites always put repent and accept, in that order.  This is for good reason, because they believe repentance is man’s action and it must be done in order to be saved.  In addition, in spite of the above confession that appears to “get it right,” they still teach that “accepting” Jesus is something else we’re capable of.  
The following comes from the constitution of a local member church in the Mennonite Church USA.  It is called “Commitment to Christian Living: A Statement of Commitment to Christian Living.”  There are 8 points of commitment which the statement makes, but I will recite only the introduction to those 8 points:
Having repented and turned from sin, and having accepted Jesus Christ as my Savior and Lord, I commit myself to God and to my brothers and sisters at Pleasant View Mennonite Church.  It is my desire and intent: (follows here are 8 things to do: to study, to participate, to minister, to give, to participate, to share, to dedicate, etc…)

It is very telling to notice the wording here.  Let me repeat the above introduction with the implications being made in parentheses: 
Having (I myself done the action of) repenting and turning from sin, and having (I myself done another action of) accepting Jesus Christ as my Savior and Lord, I (now promise to do yet another action of) committing myself to God and to my brothers and sisters at etc... (Furthermore, since I have done all these things already, in addition to my previous actions, I  furthermore promise to do the 8 following things).  


What happens as a result of this confusion of Law and Gospel—Sanctification and Justification, is that the works that are promised and required from here on are seen as part of one’s salvation.  It makes sense that they would be looked upon as such.  If one believes that one chose Christ as one’s savior, how could one deny that it is now also one’s choice to do this and that good work to prove to God my worthiness?  Before such a person realizes what has happened, they find themselves all caught up in the works of faith in order to make sure they acquire heaven, rather than rightly understanding the obedience of faith to mean the repentance of sins for NEVER being able to do enough to satisfy God, and thus relying solely upon what Christ has done for one’s salvation.  In other words, it is very easy and understandable for a Mennonite, over time, to begin to believe the devil’s lie that there is something we must do to appease God and make Him find ourselves acceptable to Him.  Life becomes all about the works we do, rather than the works Christ has done.
The following comes from the Tour Guide given to tourists who visit Menno-Hof, the world famous historic center in Shipshewana, Indiana for learning about the Amish and Mennonite ways and beliefs.

What Anabaptists Believe: 

Because God demonstrated love for us through the gift of Jesus Christ and the promise of eternal life: 

· We believe that faith begins with a decision to turn from sin to new life in Christ.

· We believe that it is reasonable to follow Christ daily, totally, in life.

· We believe that it is practical to obey the Sermon on the Mount and the whole New Testament literally, honestly, and sacrificially.

· We believe that it is thinkable to practice reconciling love amid human conflicts and warfare.

· We believe that it is possible to confess Jesus as Lord above all nationalism, racism, or materialism.

· We believe that it is feasible to build a voluntary, disciples’ church of sisters and brothers who are mutually committed to each other in Christ.

When these beliefs are maintained by the boundaries of Christian community, they destroy false boundaries—leaping generational gaps, bridging theological gulfs, linking East with West, right to left, red with brown and yellow and black and white.  






--Adapted from David Augsburger

First of all, once again, faith begins with a “decision.”  It’s always about man’s act that is the beginning of faith.  Actually, the beginning of faith happened when someone believed their first sentence: that “God demonstrated his love for us through the gift of Jesus Christ and the promise of eternal life.”  When God causes one to believe that, faith has begun.  Now, a fruit of that living faith will be a turning from sin, but again, repentance does not equal faith, but it is a gift that follows faith.  Godly repentance could never come prior to faith because of Hebrews 11:6 and Romans 14:23b.  


Next, take notice of the adjectives used in the sentences that follow: reasonable, practical, thinkable, possible, feasible.  What does it mean to include in one’s confession of faith that something is “thinkable”?  To use such nebulous words in one’s confession almost suggests that the Mennonites themselves are aware of their confusion of Law and Gospel, and Justification/Sanctification, and just don’t know exactly what to say or how to say it.  They promise of a world which destroys boundaries and leaps generational gaps by maintaining things that are feasible, possible, and thinkable!  Ironically, this makes all of it completely unthinkable, impossible, and hardly feasible!

Finally, they want these so called “beliefs” to bridge theological gulfs.  This is another word for unionism, which our Lord condemns.  We are not to merely “step over” our differences, but deny fellowship with anyone who brings a teaching different from that of Christ’s and His apostles (Romans 16:17).
The following 4 subtitles come from the website thirdway.com, a resource suggested by a local Mennonite pastor connected to the Mennonite Church USA.
How Are We Saved?
Salvation By Faith 
1. The Anabaptists believed that faith was something only adults could understand. This had implications for baptism, which the Anabaptists believed should be reserved as an outer sign of a conscious inner faith.

2. The Anabaptists believed that in order to arrive at faith, adults had to hear the Word, repent, and believe. But more than just "believing," the Anabaptists said that coming to faith meant being born again, an active spiritual process that included a conscious choice. 
3. The Anabaptists believed that a true faith had to bear fruit in daily life. 

So, although the Anabaptists agreed with the Protestant reformers that sinners are saved by faith in Christ, without works of penance, Anabaptists nevertheless understood the process of salvation in their own way. This led to a different kind of church. 

"If we are to become free in the spirit and healthy in the soul ... then this must take place through a rebirth." Balthasar Hubmaier 

Faith enables understanding; but faith itself doesn’t require any intelligence to possess.  Faith is a gift from God.  He can give it to an infant as well as a mentally handicapped individual.  His only requirement is that the person be alive.  God doesn’t bestow faith to physically dead people, only spiritually dead people.  So, the Anabaptists were anti-Scriptural in their demand that only adults can believe.  Jesus Himself declares so in Matthew 18:6, “Anyone who causes one of these little ones who believe in me...”  The Greek word there for “little ones” is micron, which means tiny humans, or what we call infants.  

Again, in statement # 2, it blatantly says Anabaptists believe that “faith is more than just believing...that includes a conscious choice.”  Faith is nothing more than believing.  By this we mean that faith knows, submits, and trusts in what Christ has done for our salvation.  This is the Scriptural meaning of “believing.”  While it is true that once one believes, the fruit of that faith is good works, but it is not true that good works = faith.  They are not one and the same.  


Furthermore, this document calls for salvation to be a “process.”  In some circles, this would be deemed “progressive sanctification,” meaning that one is not saved to heaven in an instant, but it happens over time and is partly dependent upon works to achieve.  Works never help achieve heaven, they only come as a result of having been given heaven.  

The truest statement in this section is this: “This led to a different kind of church.”  This is what every Mennonite must realize.  They are not carrying out the original teachings which Christ Himself gave to and through the apostles, but they indeed have a new and different kind of church, which unfortunately is tainted with several false teachings.
Grace, Predestination, And Free Will
Luther believed that God's gift of grace was "irresistible." He thought that when God decided to give faith to a sinner, that sinner had no choice but to accept and believe. Such a person had been predestined to salvation. 

The Anabaptists did not agree. They believed that God offered grace but did not force it on anyone. Human beings had to exercise their free wills and could choose either to accept or refuse God's gift of faith. 

One consequence of believing that God's grace was irresistible was that salvation was beyond the reach of human beings. The Protestant reformers found great consolation in this: faith was a pure gift of God that no human being could change. But a further consequence was that there was no real human responsibility. Salvation was pure grace that took place in the heavenly realms. 

The Anabaptists agreed that salvation was a gift of grace and could not be earned. But they read in the New Testament that God's gift of faith brought with it responsibility. Human beings needed to do their part in response to God's gift of faith. 

"The regenerating Word must first be heard and believed with a sincere heart before regeneration, the putting on of Christ, and the impulsion of the Holy Ghost can follow." Menno Simons
I don’t know what source this individual used, but Luther never believed in irresistible grace.  The problem is that the Anabaptists believed their man-made reason that if it’s not irresistible, then that equates with man having a choice in the matter.  However, faith is a gift of God, not a choice of man.  Christ put it well to his disciples: “You did not choose me; I chose you.”  What was true for them, is true for all believers, lest any man should boast (Eph. 2:8-9).

 “Human beings had to exercise their free wills and choose to accept or refuse...”  This is a common theme we’re hearing over and over again in their writings. Nowhere does God ever ask an unbeliever to choose.  God’s Word has the power to create faith, and when faith is present, and one is ALREADY saved, one can then choose in a sense.  But in a larger and more important sense, God has already chosen them.  

Again, in the fourth paragraph above, we are told that “human beings needed to do their part in response to God’s gift of faith.”  This is blatant works righteousness.  Human beings don’t need to do a thing.  God causes them to believe(as the Mennonites have previously said in a document above), and that faith is in the merits of Christ, not in our own merits.  We can never do good works of a quality or quantity good enough for God to find favor in us.  He finds favor in us if we cease trusting in ANYTHING we might do, and trust in Christ alone and ALL that He has done.
In the last paragraph, it states that regeneration and faith happen at two different times.  The truth is regeneration and faith are equivalent terms in Scripture.  The moment regeneration takes place, God has granted faith to that individual.  This Mennonite statement wants to make God’s work of regeneration incomplete, and it only becomes complete when and if and after man does what HE NEEDS TO DO!  This is pure blasphemy disguised in biblical sounding language!  Again, I don’t believe for a second that any Mennonite theologian or laymen means this to be blasphemous, but it is in spite of their earnest and sincere desires.
Conversion And Regeneration 
The Anabaptists believed that when God offered the gift of faith, this was an offer of spiritual power. Those who accept God's offer are not simply "justified" in heaven, they are reborn in the here and now. Faith enables sinners to "put on Christ" and to receive the Spirit's power. 

God's grace regenerates former sinners and makes them into new creatures. Believers who have been born again and regenerated by the Holy Spirit have been fitted to interpret and understand God's will in Scripture and to live new lives. 

Here’s another good example of how they contradict themselves.  The underlined statement is very true, however, they don’t mean it rightly because they contradict it by saying there is still something that man must do in order to be saved.  Once we are made into new creatures, we are saved. Period.  Any amount of works that follow will not damn or save us more.  What damns is lack of faith; what saves is God alone through the gift of faith.  Works are not even part of the equation.  Works are a fruit OF faith, nothing more, nothing less.

Faith And Works 
The Anabaptists believed that salvation comes only as a gift of God in Christ. But, those who have received the gift of faith become new creatures. They do works of love because they have been made new by the power of the Holy Spirit. Having faith means receiving power.

In Protestant theology, someone who had been predestined to receive the gift of faith was a sinner justified before God. For the Anabaptists, someone who had accepted God's gift of faith was a regenerated being who had "put on Christ" and started on the way of discipleship. 

When the Anabaptists spoke about salvation, they never talked about being "justified by faith." For them salvation was a life process that called for perseverance to the end. Walking the Christian way required self-sacrifice, choosing the narrow way. The phrase the Anabaptists used constantly was "the obedience of faith."
The above underlined paragraph assumes that it sets up a contradiction, when in actuality, both statements are true at the same time.  It is true that someone predestined to receive the gift of faith is a sinner justified before God.  But it is also true that someone with faith was also regenerated and “put on Christ” and started the way of discipleship.  These two things are not incompatible as the Anabaptists want you to believe.  

Again, salvation is not considered something that is given in an instant when one comes to faith, but instead a “process that calls for perseverance” and a wrong understanding of Paul’s phrase, “the obedience of faith.”  This is a not-so-well disguised version of works-righteousness.  Salvation is not a process.  Salvation is the immediate imposition of Christ’s life and death given through the forgiveness of sins which is received through the gift of faith.  The “obedience of faith” is simply to believe as faith does.  Paul would never contradict himself by meaning the “obedience of faith” is something that one must do in order to do their part to inherit heaven.  


The writer says that Anabaptists “never talked about being ‘justified by faith.’”  Too bad, they would have had it almost right.  Luther taught as Scripture teaches.  We are justified by grace through faith.  If faith is “obedient,” it simply believes what it is told.  And if that happens, that is no active work or choice of man, but solely the work and choice of a gracious and loving God moving within man.


In conclusion, there are many Mennonites out there that will tell you that you are saved solely by Christ.  However, given enough time, some of them will contradict that with many of their other teachings, and never be aware of it themselves.  Satan disguises himself in subtlety; he doesn’t get nearly as many people through blatant animal sacrificing, gory Satanism as he does through subtle false teaching that ultimately leads one away from Christ alone back to one’s self or elsewhere.  The Mennonites have, in their own words, hurt their cause, yet most of them are completely unaware of it.  


I believe we will see many Mennonites in heaven, but that will be solely an act of God’s grace which will protect them from their own contradictions.  As Scripture says, any time you mix a little leaven in with the lump, the whole thing seems to get infected over time.  This is my loving concern for the Mennonite people.  May God continue to promote Christ alone, with no contradiction that confuses the masses.  
