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When I am asked, 

“How can you be sure you are going to heaven,” 

where do I turn in Scripture for the answer?

1. Because God has worked on me.  

John 6:29-- Jesus answered, "The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent."
2. Because God promised me in my baptism, and I trust His Words and His acts (which is what Baptism is):  
Romans 6:3-8—

3 Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?

 4 We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.

 5 If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection.

 6 For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin--

 7 because anyone who has died has been freed from sin.

 8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him.

3. Because I am part of the world which God loved so much to save.

John 3:16-17—
16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.

 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.

4. Because the Lord promised me; and He cannot change his mind.  

a. Psalm 145:13

13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion endures through all generations. The LORD is faithful to all his promises and loving toward all he has made.

b. 1Samuel 15:29

29 He who is the Glory of Israel does not lie or change his mind; for he is not a man, that he should change his mind."

5. Because God specifically answers all His promises through His Son.

a. 2Cor. 1:20

20 For no matter how many promises God has made, they are "Yes" in Christ. And so through him the "Amen" is spoken by us to the glory of God.

6. Because that was His whole reason for creating the church and bringing me into it.

a. John 20:22-23

22 And with that he breathed on them and said, "Receive the Holy Spirit.

 23 If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven."

b. Matthew 16:19

19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven."

7. Because He left His supper to renew His promise over and over again throughout my life.

a. Matthew 26:22-28

22 They were very sad and began to say to him one after the other, "Surely not I, Lord?"

 23 Jesus replied, "The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me.

 24 The Son of Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe to that man who betrays the Son of Man! It would be better for him if he had not been born."

 25 Then Judas, the one who would betray him, said, "Surely not I, Rabbi?" Jesus answered, "Yes, it is you."

 26 While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take and eat; this is my body."

 27 Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you.

28 This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.
8. Because God desires everyone to be saved through His Word.

a. 1Timothy 2:4-6

4 who wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.

 5 For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,

 6 who gave himself as a ransom for all men-- the testimony given in its proper time.

9. Because I am a gift from the Father to the Son; and the Son has promised me that since His Father gave me to Him, I am a precious gift that He will never cast away.

a. John 6:37

37 "All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will by no means cast out.

