
THE WORD of ROME


In the year 1854 Pope Pius IX proclaimed and defined the new dogma of the Immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary:


“In the first instant of her conception, by a singular privilege and grace granted by God, in view of the human race, the Virgin Mary was preserved exempt from all stain of original sin.”  (Pius IX, Ineffabilis Deus.  December 8, 1854)


[Pius XI 9Encyclical Lux veritatis, Christmas Day, 1931) decreed that every good Catholic must believe in the Virgin Mary as a mediator and intercessor with God.  At the same time the Pope appealed to Protestants to join in worshipping Mary]


THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH ADMITS THAT THE BIBLE KNOWS NOTHING OF THIS DOCTRINE


“No direct or categorical and stringent proof of the dogma can be brought forward from Scripture.”  (Catholic Encyclopedia VII, Immaculate Conception”. p. 675)


[This encyclical of Pope Pius IX refuted eighty serious errors, including freedom of the press, Protestantism, communism, Bible societies, civil marriages, free scientific investigation, separation of church and state, public schools, and religious toleration.   It closed by condemning the claim that “the Roman Pontiff can and ought to reconcile himself to, and agree with, progress, liberalism, and civilization as lately introduced.”


Sample statements of “errors” condemned in the Syllabus:]


Every man is free to embrace and profess the religion which, guided by the light of reason, he shall believe to be true”


[The Roman Church condemns this fundamental American right]


“The Church ought to be separated from the state, and the state from the Church”


[The Roman Church condemns this fundamental American principle]


 


WHAT ABOUT RELIGIOUS FREEDOM TODAY?


“Since Catholics constitute at least one-sixth of the populations (?) of our country, and have contributed a considerably larger quota to the armed forces, their attitude toward religious freedom should be taken into consideration in the postwar planning” (Connell.  Freedom of Worship”, The Paulist Press, N. Y.1944.p. 3)





WHAT IS THE ROMAN CATHOLIC ATTITUDE TOWARD FREEDOM?


“As far as God’s law is concerned, no one has a real right to accept any religion save the Catholic religion, or to be a member of any church save the Catholic Church, or to practice any form of divine worship save that commanded or sanctioned by the Catholic church”  (Connell, op.cit. p. 4)


“The mere fact that a person sincerely believes a certain religion to be true gives him no genuine right to accept that religion...Neither does it necessarily oblige others to allow him the unrestricted practice of his religious beliefs.”  (Connell op. cit. p. 7)


“If the country is distinctively Catholic ...the civil rulers can consider themselves justified in restricting or preventing denominational activities hostile to the Catholic religion...They are justified in repressing written or spoken attacks on Catholicism, the use of the press or the mails to weaken the allegiance of Catholics toward their Church, and similar anti-Catholic efforts.”  (Connell, op. cit. p.10) (Note: this pamphlet was originally published in the United states in 1944!]

















1854 A.D


Immaculate Conception of Mary


*�*�*�*�*�*�*�*�*�*�*


1864 A.D.


Syllabus of Errors


*�*�*�*�*�*�*�*�*�*�*�*�*�*�*�*�*�*�*�*�*�*�*�*�*�*�*�*�*�*�*�*�*�*�*�*�*�*�*






































THE WORD of GOD


ALL MEN HAVE SINNED





Surely there is not a righteous man on earth who does good and never sins. 


 (Ecclesiastes 7:20 ESV)





for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  


  (Romans 3:23 ESV)





  


We have all become like one who is unclean,


and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment.


We all fade like a leaf,


and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 


 (Isaiah 64: 6 ESV)





MARY TOO, SINNED AND NEEDED A SAVIOR





And Mary said,


"My soul magnifies the Lord, 


47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 


 (Luke 1:46, 47 ESV)











COMPULSION IS USELESS IN


MAKING MEN RELIGIOUS


  


Then he said to me, "This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel: Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, says the Lord of hosts.  


  (Zechariah 4:6 ESV)








CHRIST SAID:


and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free."  


 (John 8:32 ESV)





[No compulsion – not even that of the Roman Church – can make a Christian of a man.  The truth alone “makes us free”]








CHURCH AND STATE


They said, "Caesar's." Then he said to them, "Therefore render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's."  


 (Matthew 22:21 ESV)











                                                                                                [Rome’s disregard of these two principles of Scripture and American life threatens to bring the Inquisition into modern life)
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