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THESE MARRIAGES WERE VALID BEFORE APRIL 19, 1908





“Before April 19, 1908, a marriage between a Catholic and a baptized Protestant or . . .between two Catholics in these United States, performed by a minister or a justice of the peace, was valid.”  (Conway, “The Question Box.”  The Paulist Fathers, N. Y. 2nd ed. 1929 p. 337)








THESE MARRIAGES DECLARED INVALID IN 1908





“The Ne Temere decree of Pius X which went into effect on Easter Sunday, April 19,1908, declares:  Only those marriages are valid which are contracted before the parish priest or the local ordinary, or a priest delegated by either of them, and at least two witnesses.”  (Canon 1904)  Conway, op. cit. p. 337-338)








---------








(The new dogma of the Assumption of the Virgin Mary was proclaimed by Pope Pius XII on Nov. 1, 1950.  It makes the Roman Catholic teaching that Mary was “assumed (taken up) body and soul” into heaven an article of faith, to be believed on pain of eternal damnation.  Roman Catholic theologians differ on the time and place of this supposed event.)





“We agree that there is nothing in Holy Scripture which directly reports such an event. . . The Feast of the Assumption honors first Mary’s holy and peaceful death, her assumption into Heaven, and her crowning there as Queen.  That feast has been quite universally observed throughout the Church since the sixth century . . .





“A feast universally observed by Christians for many centuries has always been regarded as dealing with a fact, because as St. Augustine writes, ‘all of Christendom could not be wrong’.  He held with other philosophers that ‘universal belief is a criterion of truth.





“Therefore, Mary, who was conceived without original sin [see this pamphlet under date, 1854] needed not to die at all . . . It is repugnant to believe that God, who could choose His own mother, and who did choose her, would have permitted her to have been under the influence of sin, actual or original. Christ drew from Mary’s body the flesh and blood by which He made reparation for sin.  St. Paul stresses the fact that Christ’s body was ‘made of woman.’ “  (Gal. 4:4)
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[The unfortunate Ne Temere decree was made by a man to enslave people, not by Christ who set them free from such crude regulations.]





PAUL REPUDIATED SUCH CHURCH REGULATIONS





But if I, brothers, still preach circumcision, why am I still being persecuted? In that case the offense of the cross has been removed.  


  (Galatians 5:11 ESV)











(One will search the Word of God in vain for any reference to the bodily assumption of the Virgin Mary into heaven.  Furthermore, there is not even a hint that such an event was likely or possible]





HUMAN TRADITION


  


He answered them, "And why do you break the commandment of God for the sake of your tradition?  


 (Matthew 15:3 ESV)





And he said to them, "You have a fine way of rejecting the commandment of God in order to establish your tradition!  


(Mark 7:9 ESV)


[Jesus made these charges against Churchmen who were trying to impose their traditions as divine “dogma”.]





[For statements of the Bible contradicting Roman Catholic claims that Mary was sinless, see “Immaculate Conception of Mary,” THE SPLIT p. 18)





JESUS CHRIST – SON OF GOD





knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold,  19but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot.  20He was foreknown before the foundation of the world but was made manifest in the last times for your sake,  


                              (1Peter 1: 18-20 ESV)





[Christ’s sinlessness was God’s doing, not Mary’s.  Christ redeemed the world, not Mary.


 Mary was simply God’s chosen instrument to assure the world that Christ, Who was God, was at the same time a MAN in the fullest sense of the word.]         
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