
THE WORD of ROME


Money – “The practice of giving the priest a money alms for a Mass dates from the seventh or eighth century, and became a universal practice in the twelfth.  If more masses are asked for than a priest can say, he is bound to send them to priests in poor parishes when few offerings are made, or to priests on foreign missions.  The  custom of accepting stipends for masses is approved only by tradition, i.e. the church’s approval for the past twelve hundred years.  As the divine teacher of Christ’s revelation, she cannot make any universal law contrary to the natural or positive divine law.”  (Conway, The Question Box, p. 271)  [italics ours]

















The Pope himself established the Inquisition in 1213, together with the death penalty for heresy.





TORTURE APPROVED BY THE POPE





“Curiously enough, torture was not regarded as a mode of punishment, but purely as a means of eliciting the truth.  It was first authorized by Innocent IV in his Bull “Ad Extirpanda” of May 15, 1252, which was confirmed by Alexander IV on November 30, 1259, and by Clement IV on November 3, 1265.”  (Catholic Encyclopedia VIII “Inquisition”, p. 32)





IMPRISONMENT AS


RELIGIOUS PUNISHMENT


“Imprisonment was not always accounted punishment in the proper sense; it was rather looked on as an opportunity for repentance, a preventive against backsliding or the infection of others.”  (Catholic Encyclopedia VIII, “Inquisition”, p. 33)





DEATH TO NON-CATHOLICS


“When those adjudged guilty of heresy have been given up to the civil power by the bishop or his representative, or the Inquisition, the podesta or chief magistrate of the city shall take them at once and shall, within five days at the most, execute the laws made against them.”  (Pope Innocent IV.  Bull “Ad Extirpanda”.  1252 A.D.)





THE SPANISH INQUISITION


[The Inquisition in Spain was established by Pope Gregory IX (Bull Declinate iam Mundi of May 26, 1232).  This institution of infamous memory was approved by numerous popes, including Pius VII (1800-1823).  It was abolished only a century ago by the Spanish Revolution of 1820.]
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MONEY FOR MASSES
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THE INQUISITION


(Torture Trials of those who did not accept all the teachings of the Pope)
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THE WORD of GOD


But Peter said to him, "May your silver perish with you, because you thought you could obtain the gift of God with money!  (Acts 8:20 ESV)


[Rome approves although Peter disapproved, the sin of “purchasing the gift of God with money”]





And he said to them, "You have a fine way of rejecting the commandment of God in order to establish your tradition!  


thus making void the word of God by your tradition that you have handed down. And many such things you do."   (Mark 7:9, 13 ESV)


[Christ denounced church traditions which supplant the Word of God]





in vain do they worship me,


teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.' 


 (Matthew 15:9 ESV)


[Rome admits that the practice of requiring money for masses is purely a “commandment of men”]











CHRIST’S WORD TO PETER


Then Jesus said to him, "Put your sword back into its place. For all who take the sword will perish by the sword.  


 (Matthew 26:52 ESV)


[Christ did not want His church to be built with the sword]








THE REAL SWORD OF THE CHURCH


and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God,  


 (Ephesians 6:17 ESV)








CHRIST’S WORDTO THE CHURCH


Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  


 (Matthew 11:29 ESV)


[Where can we find Christ’s meekness in the Inquisition?]





PAUL’S WORDTO THE CHURCH





I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called,  2with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love,  


 (Ephesians 4:1, 2 ESV)


[There is no love in the use of imprisonment – for religious punishment]
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