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Is man responsible—even in part—for obtaining his saving faith?  Man would like to answer, “Of course.  God put the choice in front of me, and I accepted Jesus as my Savior.”  

Every man or woman has this desire on some level or another.  To give God all the glory for our salvation goes against our sinful nature.  We want to claim a piece—albeit a small piece—of the credit for our salvation.  We come up with phrases(and even songs) like “I decided to follow Jesus,” or “I remember the day I accepted Jesus into my heart.”  And of course, it is argued that how can these be bad things!?  Isn’t this what God wants from me?  To believe in Him and trust Him?  And of course the answer is “Absolutely, He just doesn’t want you to take any credit whatsoever for coming to faith, or your so-called ‘decision’.”  


But how can we be sure of this?  Only one way:  Forget for the moment the Baptist position or the Catholic position, the Lutheran position, or any denomination.  Let God speak for Himself.  Go to His Word.   

All people are born into this world without hope because of their sin.  

Psalm 51:5

5 Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me.

Romans 5:12

12 Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned--

Ephesians 2:12

12 remember that at that time[prior to faith, in your natural condition of sin] you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world.

Sin is the condition that separates us from God.  

Ezekiel 14:7-8

7 "'When any Israelite or any alien living in Israel separates himself from me and sets up idols in his heart and puts a wicked stumbling block before his face and then goes to a prophet to inquire of me, I the LORD will answer him myself.

 8 I will set my face against that man and make him an example and a byword. I will cut him off from my people. Then you will know that I am the LORD.

Matthew 25:32-33

32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.

 33 He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.

So, right from the “get-go,” as they say, left to ANYTHING within ourselves, we are born without hope in this world.  We have no ability to choose anything good.

We are by nature…

…DEAD

Ephesians 2:1

1 As for you, you(believers) were dead in your transgressions and sins,(prior to coming to faith)
…GOD’S ENEMY

Romans 8:7-8

7 the sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not submit to God's law, nor can it do so. 8 Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God. (Without exception, everyone is controlled by the sinful nature since conception-Ps.51:5)
…and BLIND

1Cor.2:14

14 The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned.
God is very clear here about our condition to save ourselves.  He’s not even hinting at our ability to help with our salvation.  He is making it perfectly clear that we have no ability whatsoever to assist in our salvation.  We are blind, dead, and enemies of God when we come into this world, thanks to Adam and this condition called “sin” that he has passed on to us.

So, what are we to do?  Does God leave us in this hopeless state? If there’s nothing we can do, if we can’t “decide” to follow Jesus, what hope do we have?  Does God even want to forgive us and save us?  And if so, how in the world can He help a blind enemy who is spiritually dead?  This is the absolute worst condition we could possibly find ourselves in.  Where’s our hope!?  

We must hope only in a God who can bring life from death.  

John 11:17,43-44

17 On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out!"

 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face. Jesus said to them, "Take off the grave clothes and let him go."

But does God want the same for us?  Does He want to raise us from spiritual deadness?

1Timothy 2:3-4

3 This is good, and pleases God our Savior, who wants all men(mankind) to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.

But God, if you want me to be saved, and I don’t have the ability to even believe and trust in your forgiveness for my sin, how will I be saved?

John 6:29

29 Jesus answered, "The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent."

So you’re saying, God, that it is 100% Your work that I am saved, and I am only passive in this?  How do you exercise such awesome power?

Romans 1:16

6 I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.

So I have absolutely no part in it then?  It is all Your doing?

Hebrews 11:6

6 And if by grace, then it is no longer by works; if it were, grace would no longer be grace.

1Peter 1:3
In His great mercy He has given us new birth into a living hope thorugh the resurrection of Jesus Christ form the dead. 

John 1:12-13

But to all who did receive Him, who believed in his name, He gave the right to become children of God who were born not of blood nor the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

Thus, Luther and the Lutheran position: 

“I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith.  


In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith…” [explanation to the 3rd article, page 144 small catechism]

If you are saved, you are saved by grace through God’s gift of faith ALONE.  No thanks to any so-called “decision” you made.  Such a decision is impossible. You had only a passive role in your salvation.  You received the action of God!  If you are tempted to think you reached out and grabbed the gift, which suggests that you had at least a little contribution, consider who gave you that spiritual arm?  You cannot reach out and grab anything good without God first enabling you.  This is Hebrews 11:6 above.  Therefore, before you ever get up to respond to some “altar call,” realize that God has already converted you through the power of His Word.  This is what makes you want to “get up and go forward.”  But don’t mistake that “walk to or that arrival to the front” for the moment “you decided” to follow Jesus.  Anything you do after conversion(after you heard and God caused you to believe) is an act of faith, not a participation in obtaining faith or salvation, since it has already been given by God alone through the Holy Spirit utilizing His Word.  
John 15:15-16a

15 I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you.

 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit-- fruit that will last…

To God be ALL the glory!  Amen.

