Some points made in the 95 Theses: 






(The 95 boiled down to 20)

1. Repentance is the whole life of a Christian.

2. Inner and Outer repentance is required. (good works result from, and follow faith) 

3. Priests are wrong if they hold certain penalties against someone dying.  The dying need to know they are forgiven, not that they still need to satisfy the punishment for their sin in purgatory after they die.  Jesus already satisfied his Father for their sin.  The dying need to be comforted with that Gospel, not with invented law.

4. It is not true who preach that as soon as the money clinks into the money chest, the soul flies out of purgatory.

5. Those who trust in letters of indulgence will have placed their faith in the wrong place, and will find themselves in hell.

6. Some were teaching that contrition was not necessary for those who intend to buy souls out of purgatory.

7. We must not disregard when the pope remits sins and blesses people, for those words are the proclamation of the divine remission. (In other words, God is at work in the pope’s voice).

8. Christians should be taught that the pope does not intend that the buying of indulgences should in any way be compared with works of mercy. (indulgences don’t free you from loving.)

9. Christians should know that if they see a needy man, and pass him by, and then turn around and give their money for indulgences, they do not buy indulgences, but wrath from God.

10. It is vain to trust in salvation by indulgence letters, even though the indulgence commissary, or even the pope, were to offer his soul as security.

11. The true treasure of the church is not some imagined reserve fund of good works accumulated by Christ to be distributed through indulgences by the pope, but the true treasure of the church is the most Holy Gospel of the glory and grace of God.

12. Whereas the treasures of the Gospel are nets with which one formerly fished for men of wealth, the treasures of indulgences are nets with which one now fishes for the wealth of men.

13. Preachers of indulgence are misrepresenting the pope’s true intentions for indulgences.

14. Some are saying that the cross emblazoned with the papal coat of arms, and set up by the indulgence preachers, is equal in worth to the cross of Christ.  Those who say so, say blasphemy.

15. People are asking, “If the pope has the power to buy people out of purgatory with mere indulgence money, why does he not free the soul of somebody’s friend for pure love’s sake?”

16. People are asking, “Why does the pope remit or grant full remission of sins and blessings to those who already have full remission from God because of a perfect contrite heart?”

17. People are asking, “What greater blessing could come to the church than if the pope were to bestow these remissions and blessings on every believer a hundred times a day, as he now does but once?”

18. To repress these very sharp arguments of the laity by force alone, and not to resolve them by giving them reasons, is to expose the church and the pope to the ridicule of their enemies and to make Christians unhappy.

19. The power of the keys(the power given to the church to remit and retain sin) does not extend to purgatory.  [Luther didn’t take up the falsehood of purgatory until later]

20. Christians should be exhorted rather than rely upon the false security of peace(indulgences), to be diligent in following Christ, their head, albeit through tribulations on this earth, but then right into their heavenly home.  For this was the path of Christ; earthly tribulation, then heaven.  So too, the path of one IN Christ.  For if the Son sets you free, you are free indeed.  

